Introduction: There had been no evaluation of improvement in the critical thinking (CT) skills and attitudes of students who participate in paramedic education and training at the University of Wisconsin Hospital and Clinics (UWHC). No mechanism has existed to obtain student input. Objective: To determine if there were longitudinal changes in CT skills and attitudes during paramedic education and training of: (1) associate degree students after their theoretical component of training, and after their student ambulance ride-a-long experience; and (2) fire department students after their theoretical component of training, ambulance ride-a-long experience (minimum 16 of 24 shifts), 3-month probation, and 6-month probation. Methods: A mechanism was developed to obtain feedback from paramedic students related to the improvement of their CT skills and attitudes that are related to this process.
There were five research questions for this study: (1) Did the paramedic education and training improve the California Critical Thinking Skills Test and the California Critical Thinking Dispositions Inventory scores?; (2) What was the paramedic student feedback as to the impact of the paramedic education/training on the development and/or improvement in CT skills or attitudes?; (3) What changes or modifications, or revisions should be made to the paramedic program/curriculum based on the CT test results?; (4) What changes, modifications, or revisions should be made to the CT testing?; and (5) What changes, modifications, or revisions, should be made to the paramedic program/curriculum based upon paramedic student input?
The qualitative and evaluation problem solving methodologies were utilized to complete this study. The inferential statistical analysis included: /-tests; Peason product moment correlation statistics; group mean; median; and standard deviation. Conclusion: Researchers found that CT skills improve until the six-month probation period when there is a decline in CT skills. In the literature, there also is a decrease in knowledge and skill retention for advanced cardiac life support training and pediatric advanced life support training after six months. Keywords: attitudes; critical thinking (CT); education; evaluation; paramedic students; training 
